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Dr. Megan K. Levings, Professor, Department of Surgery, 
University of British Columbia, Head, Childhood Diseases Theme, 
BC Children’s Hospital Research Institute 
 
Dr. Megan Levings has been in the UBC Department of Surgery since 
2003 when she was recruited back to Canada as a Canada Research 
Chair in Transplantation. In 2011 she joined the BC Children’s Hospital 
Research Institute where she now heads the Childhood Diseases 
Research Theme. Dr. Levings’ scientific career started with summer 
research positions in a fruit fly genetics lab at Simon Fraser University. 

She then did her graduate training in the genetics program with Dr. John Schrader at UBC, during 
which time she attended her first of many Canadian Society for Immunology meetings and developed 
a passion for immunology. In 1999 she joined Dr. Maria Grazia Roncarolo's lab in Milan, Italy, 
undertaking postdoctoral training in the emerging area of immune regulation. She was among the 
first groups to show that a special kind of white blood cell, known as a T regulatory cell, could be used 
as a therapy to stop harmful immune responses. She continues this line of research at UBC, and is 
now internationally recognized in the field of human immunology, chairs the Federation of Clinical 
Immunology Societies Centres' of Excellence and is a member of the NIH Immune Tolerance Network 
steering committee. Dr. Levings leads a vibrant group of trainees and staff who are researching how 
to use T regulatory cells to replace conventional immunosuppression in the context of transplantation 
and autoimmunity.  
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Dr. Martin J. Richer, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Microbiology & Immunology, Associate Member Rosalind & Morris 
Goodman Cancer Research Centre, McGill University 
 
Martin is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Microbiology & 
Immunology at McGill University. His research program focuses on 
understanding the regulation of CD8 T cell responses and how 
pathogens can counteract host defenses to establish infection. Martin 
obtained his BSc in the Department of Microbiology & Immunology at 

McGill University and his MSc in the Département de Microbiologie, Infectiologie et Immunologie at 
Université de Montréal under the supervision of Drs. Dominique Bergeron and Eric Cohen. He went 
on to complete his PhD in the laboratory of Dr. Marc Horwitz in the Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology at the University of British Columbia where he studied viral induced autoimmunity. For 
his postdoctoral training Martin joined the laboratory of Dr. John Harty in the Department of 
Microbiology and Immunology at the University of Iowa. Martin studied host-pathogen interactions 
focusing his research on understanding how optimal CD8 T cell responses are established and the 
role cytokines play in these processes. Since starting his independent research career in 2014, Martin 
has been awarded FRQS Chercheurs-Boursier Junior 1 and CIHR New Investigator Salary Awards 
and has been able to secure funding by local, provincial and national granting agencies including 
FRQS, CFI, NSERC and CIHR. Martin’s students have also been recognized for their work with travel 
and poster awards from the CSI as well as securing fellowships from provincial and national agencies.   
  


